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Later  we  find   him  writing   from   Scotland; evidently   sent   to   the   north   partly as   a  spy, partly as a diplomatist.    Then he became poorer, and Harley probably placed him in his office merely for the purpose of retaining him  in his service until he was again needed as a spy.    It is certain, also, that it was Greg's poverty which caused him to disclose confidential papers to the French.    In a memorandum of his examination before the Privy Council, in Harley's handwriting, there is, amongst other statements, one that Greg was to receive a hundred guineas for a particular piece of information.    It is equally clear that strong attempts were made to cause Greg to reveal something adverse to Harley, but wholly without success; and in an account of his execution, sent to Harley by another confidential  clerk, named  Thomas,  Greg's statement on the scaffold is repeated, that Harley was "perfectly innocent"  of   any  knowledge  of   the treasonable correspondence.
We can thus clearly see how Greg came to his position in 1708, how he was enabled to obtain the information which he sold to France, and how suspicions could grow against his employer. The system of espionage is sometimes double-edged, and Harley on this occasion fell a victim to his own use of it. The agent in this instance was dishonest, so the master had to suffer. The risk of such treachery was not as great as one would expect